
Dear Burbank City Council,

Re: IKEA PROJECT NO. 12-0006549

 

I am writing to express my general support for the above project, subject to the following conditions and concerns being addressed:

* Traffic Mitigations @ the busy intersection of Alameda & San Fernando Blvd. are added as a condition of approval to be completed 
prior to the new Ikea store's opening as per recommendations in the EIR. As per City Staff's Report:

"The Burbank2035 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) identified a significant traffic impact at S. San 
Fernando Boulevard/Alameda Avenue and considered an intersection widening improvement to mitigate this impact"

Let's not repeat the same mistakes of 5-Points or have a Judge force us to make these changes as per the Walmart/Empire project 
because Sr. Planning Staff thinks such measures would conflict with 1 aspect of "Burbank2035" (they would have to reduce the size 
of the bicycle lanes on SF to make the necessary changes). Anyone who's lived in Burbank for any length of time and frequents 
Trader Joe's knows just how congested that intersection already is @ rush hour & on weekends; It's unbelievable to me that Sr. 
Planning Staff and the Planning Board don't believe these mitigations are needed. Please protect the residents you've been elected 
to serve and insist on the necessary intersection widening improvements before the project goes in.

Other Questions & Concerns:

- Will Ikea be contributing the mandatory 1% of the projects major construction costs to the Arts in Public Places Fund to fund 
School Arts Programs? What is the estimated contribution?

- Why is the City of Burbank agreeing to share 50% of the additional sales tax revenue the new store generates above-&-beyond 
current sales with Ikea? Will Small Business owners who want to expand their businesses be given the same deal? If not, why not?

- What measures will be adopted to ensure Pedestrian Safety, esp. for the elderly who live in adjacent Senior Housing?

- What measures will Ikea take to minimize negative construction (noise, dust etc.) and environmental impacts (heat, air quality) as 
outlined in Sharon Springer's excellent letter on this item?

- Has the City considered the loss of foot traffic & business revenue to Downtown Burbank merchants with the move? And what is 
the plan for the old Ikea site?

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Eric Michael Cap, Producer/Editor
http://www.GoldStreetCreative.com
Tel: 818-567-1911. Burbank, Ca. USA.
http://www.ILuvBurbank.com

Eric Michael Cap <emc@goldstreet.net>
To: CityCouncil@burbankca.gov, Zizette Mullins <ZMullins@burbankca.gov>, "mscott@burbankca.gov" 
<mscott@burbankca.gov>
Bcc: "frutos64@gmail.com" <frutos64@gmail.com>, Gordon David <david_gordon@pacbell.net>, David P <snoopy818ca@yahoo.com>
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